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Who's That Guy
On the Ticket
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With Hillary?
“If wou vote for hiom, vow et e

Hillary Clintop

That's how the spouse of Rill Clintor

modestly describes her role in

her word and start imagining Bill and Hil-

lary Clinton as the first First Couple of the

poql feminist era.

Who is Hillary? On the
sounds like Tammy Wynelle,
her man's standard lines. But as she was
quick to tell 60 Minutes.” she's also nich
more. In her work and writing, she has re
vealed herself as the archetype of the mod-
ern lawyer as social and political activist.
She is both a feminist and ardent liberal.

sturmp,

Strong convictions are surely to her
credit. But especially because her husband
likes to be all things to all voters, under-
standing the politics of Hillary is crucial to
understanding what a Clinton presidency
would really be like. Is her protean hus
band standing by his woman?

Ms. Clinton has staked out her views i
speeches and articles that deserve more
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By Paul A. Gigot

publicity. Liberai Garry Wills, who knows
a fellow-traveler when he sees one, made a
survey and caime away dazzled in the New
York Review of Books. His theme was an
plified by a caricature portraving a giant
u\lm' he hmrl a puny, “n(’i("w, Bill
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pments she wrote in 1979,

dad_gver a_job at McDonalds,

This 15 more radical ever—than it~

sounds; if adopted by the Supreme Court,
her theory would give the state a wedge (o
pry into family decisions. It is wild enough
that even the intrusive Warren and Burger
courts never went along. It's just what our
lawsuit-happy society needs: Kids suing
Ms. Clinton even sides with the late lib-
eral Justice William O. Douglas's lone dis
sent against a 1972 decision that Jet Amish
parents keep their children out of public
schoals for rohgmus reasons (Wisconsin v.
Yoder .
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/This mentality informs her politics.” She
\”l‘ ves in—no, swears by —the virtues of
’w wernment social work. Ms. Clinton, who
has been her husband’'s education point
person in Arkansas, told an audience in
240 at Memphis State University that the

bl H lic “'school has to become, more of a
enter fm coordinating and de ll““l‘lll"
ervices' to children. So schools that can’

cven teach English are somehow ‘,npp)\mj
(0 hecome surroga e arents, Loo. o
—p-stouTdn’t surprise that Mnmn
415(\ vndorses expensive, publicly. lun’(ﬁy
2 390, even many liberals in Con
mess abandonod this sort of Great Society
notion in favor of vouchers. But Ms. Clin:,
Children’s Def ﬂns«‘

ton, as_chair_of the
fund (CDF), Jobbied hard Torgthelmanny}
mu it 4 ‘( m,g CI fourder,
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All of which helps explain why her hus-

band, a “‘moderate’ Southerner, was en-
doreed bv so many Northern lll)(’[‘d]§ over
a truer believer such .

as Tom Harkin.
They may wonder

about Bill,  but
they're sure about
Hillary. She is the

pssential glue of his
unlikely Democratic
coalition,

Jimr Hightower,
-the tub-thumping
Texas populist, says
Bill  Clinton's  "'in-
stincts are good."
But what really
makes Mr. High-

Hzllnru (“Im{v)n
tower “‘comfortable are the good people

he

;mmnd him, starting with Hillary,”
feel

savs. “'She's a real progressive.
she’ d be his conscience as president.’
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Her allies—known to some as “Hillary-
nistas™ —have clout inside the Clinton cam-
paign. Top strategist Mickey Kantor is a
attorney who helpec create
he knows Hillary

on the hoard of
bisidy tap
for activist lawyers. El Segal, a Boston
businessiman and frequent adviser, has ties
to both Hillary and Bill going back to the
McGovern campaign. ‘]U(‘IUI Lichtman, of
the Women's Legal Defense Fund, and a
Jeader in the anti-Clarence Thomas cru-
sade, is said by friends to be an adviser to
HIII Ary. e

from their davs fogether

U

views uf hr pxmsf‘. In the post Mmmst
wee. [ think so. If a candidate’s wife is now
[Pirst Partner the way Hillary claims to he.
her politics will shape his policy.

Fetsey Wright, former chiel of staff to
Mr. Clinton, proudly asserts that. “She
would make contributions to the policy
choices of this country far beyond the ways
First Ladies ever have.” Hillary could be
to a President Clinton what both Eleanor
Roosevelt and Harry Hopkins were to
FDR. confidante and power broker com-
bined.

Sowhy aren'tour liberals and feminists
crowing? Perhaps thev're waiting for the
day after_the November election. Smart
Republicans won't be so shy. If the Clin

their nartv'e nomination  therpe
autumn: Bl vs

Barbara. i

17,75,

he two races this

. and Hillary vs.



Sunday December 27, 1992

THE MILWAUKEE JOU

RNAL

Will Hillary be held accountable?

U}?[NG THE presidential

campaign, Hillary Rodham

Clinton said that if her hus-
band werd elected, we would also
get her in & kind of two-for-one
pdckage; something like a co-presi-
dent.

+She has been true to her word
bg influencing the selection of
many members of her husband’s

inet. But that’s not all. Last
<2k President-Elect Bill Clinton
arfnounced that his wife would sit
incon cabinet meetings and would
hélp make policy.

*No Republican president would
be allowed to give his wife such
power. Recall the editoria! and po-
litical outrage from Ronald
REagan’s opponents when Nancy
Reagan was said to be involved in
ceftain personnel decisions, such
agchief of staff. As for policy mak-
. .
ing, President Reagan was forced
to'repeatedly assure the public that
his wife was not invo‘yed in mak-
ing policy. Astrology, yes. Policy,
na.

* In announcing that Hillary Clin-
ton will attend cabinet meetings,
Bil! Clinton said the reason was
that “she knows more than the rest
~fius about a lot of things.” Now

/s comment is either (a) conde-
scending, or (b) 10 is sexist, like
speaking of “the little woman,” fol-
lowed by a knowing wink of the
eye. or {¢) it is true — Hillary Clin- .
ton really does know more than the
incoming cabinet and her husband,
which is an incredible admission
by a new president and a revelation
that the public has been duped.

The issue is not influence. Every
president’s wife, every person’s
spouse, has and should have influ-
ence. Susan Faludi, writing in The
New York Times, says of Hillary
Clinton: “What galls her detractors
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isn’t so much that she is indef)en-
dent — but that she enjoys it. She
is doing something her predeces-
sors didn’t dare.” And for good rea-
son did they not dare to do it.

The isque is iow much infleence
she will have and how the public
will know|which policies evolved
from the ¢lected president, and for
which he,|therefore, is to be held

_accountable; and which policies
came from the mind of his unelect-

ed wife? |

In other words, how will Hillary
Clinton be held accountable?

In the Dec. 18 issue of The Wall
Street Joyrnal, reporter Michael
Frisby writes about the designated
chief of sfaff, Thomas (Mack)
McLarty: “There are already ques-
tions abolit whether Mr. McLarty
is knowledgeable enough about
Washingfon to be effective in his
Jjob — but friends suggest it may
well fall to Mrs. Clinton to supply’
whateverisavvy Mr. McLarty may
be lacking.”

This is frightening stuff. We
don’t need a “shadow president,”

a type of Tmelda Marcos pulling
policy strings and running the gov-
ernment behind the scenes with no
accountability to the people. At a
minimum, Hillary Clinton should
be subjenjl to the same ethics laws

that apply to other staff members.
If she is going to have more power
than the cabinet, perhaps she
should be confirmed to her adviso-
ry post by the Senate. She ought to
frequently offer herself to be ques-
tioned by the press at public news
conferences.

Arkansas has been the tryout
state for the great national show
that Hillary and Bill Clinton are
about to open in Washington. One
who observed their act closely of-
fers a clue to what the activist and
soon-to-be first adviser and co-
president and her husband have in
mind for the country.

~Carole Baker of Little Rock
who describes hersell as ran unpaid

Jobbyist at the Arkansas State Leg:

islatyre " 10 g letter 5 the editor of

Christianity Today inagazine,
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grams -— all attacks on the family

school-based sex clinics with abors,

tion ref2rral [and] 3-vear-olds [re-.

__quired 0 go to] kindergarten. , . ..

During Mr. Clinton’s tenure as

~governor, we have dropped l'o_gl_: .
%Oth 10 25th ates taking

the“samc}l}ests.

about the battles we have

had to fight at the state
capitol because of philosophies
held by the Clintons. She is far
more ambitious than her hus-
band.”

All the more reason for her to
be held accountable by the public
and for us to have regular reports
on her activities.

‘ GE COULD WRITE a book

Cal Thomas writes a column syndicated
by the Los Angeles Times.
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